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1. Pray  

2. Read the assigned text of Scripture. 

3. Answer the discussion questions as offered. Keep a 

notebook of your thoughts and answers.  

 

Each chapter is a summary. It is not meant to be overly educational 

or intellectual. It is meant to give the reader a good thumbnail 

sketch of each chapter read.  
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~Lord’s Day, January 12, 2020 ~ 

Reading: Psalm 3-4 

PSALM 3 

The third Psalm is a Psalm of distress penned by King David. As 

the Psalm indicates, it was written when David “fled from 

Absalom, his son.” To gain a fuller appreciation of the agony of 

David’s soul, read 2 Samuel 15. The Psalm has four stanzas. The 

first stanza (3:1-2) sets forth the issue of concern. The second 

stanza (3:3-4) highlights the comfort the psalmist has in God. Note 

the specific battle term given in 3:3: shield. This fits within the 

battle context that was facing David at the time of his son’s 

uprising. The third stanza (3:5-7) highlights the result that one 

receives when he places his hope and trust in God. The fourth 

stanza (3:8) is a doxology of praise to God for His great salvation.  

Discussion Questions 

1. In what ways are you able to pray the opening stanza of the 

Psalm?  

2. What action is being employed by the Psalmist in this 

Psalm? Consider 3:1-4; 7-8. What does that teach you to do 

when we face difficult circumstances in your life? 

PSALM 4 

The fourth Psalm is a cousin to the preceding psalm in that it 

demonstrates one who is in great distress. This is also a Psalm of 

David. The background of this Psalm is not given as it was in the 

third Psalm, but we do know that it is a prayer (4:1) that turns into 

instruction (4:2-5) and then returns to prayer (4:6-8). The opening 

verse of the Psalm indicates that whatever is ailing the writer, he is 

in great distress, and he acknowledges that true peace and relief 

can only come when he pours out his soul to God.  
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Discussion Questions 

1. Since this is a prayer under duress, what lesson can we 

learn from David’s example?  

2. David is confident in the Lord’s help throughout this Psalm 

(4:1, 3, 7-8). What lesson regarding prayer can you 

ascertain by David’s confident expressions?  

3. What instructions does David make regarding the affairs 

and behavior of men? See 4:2-5. How might you turn those 

instructions into prayer for your unsaved friends and 

family? 

~Monday, January 13, 2020 ~ 

Reading: Genesis 11, Matthew 11 

GENESIS 11 

Genesis 11 is the narrative account of the tower of Babel. The root 

word in the original Hebrew is where the word “Babylon” 

originates. The chapter can be divided into three sections. The first 

(11:1-9) is the narrative of the Tower of Babel. The main issue to 

note ion these verses is the desire of men to make a great name for 

themselves (11:4). This goal is contrary to God’s design. He will 

make a people for Himself and make them great by his work 

through a mediator. The second section (11:10-26) contains the 

genealogy of Shem (which is very close to the Hebrew word for 

“name”). This genealogy introduces the next major section of the 

book of Genesis and the life of Abraham (see 11:26). The third 

section (11:27-32) offers some introductory remarks regarding the 

life of Abram and his family. These three sections set the stage for 

the calling of Abram and the Abrahamic covenant.  
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Discussion Questions 

1. What feature is highlighted about mankind at the onset of 

this chapter? See 11:1. Compare the conclusion of the 

narrative with the beginning. See 11:9. 

2. In what ways do people today contain to commit the same 

error of the people in this narrative? See 11:4.  

3. Using a Bible map, locate Ur of the Chaldeans.  

MATTHEW 11 

This chapter highlight several important items. First, 11:1-19 

demonstrates the greatness of John the Baptist in the eyes of the 

Savior. In this chapter, John is in prison, and he – even he – wavers 

as to his understanding of the work of Christ. Therefore, he seeks 

answers and sends his disciples to secure some. The next important 

feature of this chapter is the proclamation of doom on those who 

will not repent and believe the gospel (11:20-24). The final section 

is an offer to find hope and resat in Christ alone as he invites all 

who are weary to come to Him. The marriage of the final two 

sections cannot be missed: the bad news is followed by the good 

news that only Christ can bring to weary and troubled souls.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Where is John the Baptist when this chapter opens?  

2. 11:3 demonstrates a certain level of doubt about the work 

of the Messiah, even from the likes of men like John. What 

does he determine to do to relieve his doubt? What do you 

do when doubts come trooping into your life?  

3. In 11:20-24, Jesus preaches a very hard message to his 

hearers. In it, he highlights one central issue. What is it?  

4. In 11:25-30, Jesus offers hope to weary people. What does 

it mean to “come to [Christ],” and how will it be displayed 

in the lives of those who do?  
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~Tuesday, January 14, 2020 ~ 

Reading: Genesis 12, Matthew 12 

GENESIS 12 

Genesis 12 has two main sections. The first, 12:1-9, details the 

calling of the LORD to Abram and his family to travel to a land 

that the LORD would show him. The second, 12:10-20, highlights 

a family trait (lying) and, more importantly, begins to show the 

importance of Egypt in the biblical narrative. The first section 

highlights the Abrahamic covenant (12:1-3). It also highlights the 

obedience of Abram (12:4) to go and do whatever the LORD told 

him to do. This trust in the LORD would be the basis for 

justification in a few chapters.  

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the Abrahamic covenant and what does it 

ultimately point? Is this covenant merely with an ethnic 

people group or is there more to it than that? See 15:1-6. 

2. In the opening verse, the LORD told Abram to leave his 

home and go to a place that was not initially disclosed to 

him. In 12:4 note that Abram obeyed. What does that say 

about his faith? How should that impact your faith when it 

comes to matters that are not obvious to you as you live the 

Christian life?  

3. In 12:10, you note that Abram “went down to Egypt to 

sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land.” Egypt 

will become more and more prominent and the opening 

books of the Bible unfold. Consider the parallels between 

this event and that found at the end of Genesis.  
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MATTHEW 12 

Matthew 12 has several important topics to consider. In 12:1-14 

Jesus teaches on the Sabbath day. In 12:22-32 the subject of the 

“blasphemy of the Holy Spirit” is discussed. Finally, in 12:38-42 

Jesus refers to the prophet Jonah as he interacts with his opponents. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What two items are allowable on the Lord’s Day according 

to the two examples offered in 12:1-14? 

2. Discuss the issue of the “blasphemy of the Holy Spirit from 

the context of 12:22-34.  

3. What is the sign of Jonah?  

~Wednesday, January 15, 2020 ~ 

Reading: Genesis 13, Matthew 13 

GENESIS 13 

The main issue in Genesis 13 is that of Abram and his nephew, 

Lot. Additionally, Sodom and Gomorrah are introduced. Note the 

poor choice of Lot as contrasted with the wise choice of Abram, as 

found in 13:12-13.  

Discussion Questions 

1. What was the occasion between Abram and Lot that led to 

the choosing of a land?  

2. Why is Abram's choice wiser than Lot’s?  

3. What promise does the LORD make to Abram in 13:14-18 
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MATTHEW 13 

Matthew 13 contains what is known as the “kingdom parables.” If 

you look at each parable, they speak of the kingdom of God and 

highlight some aspects of it. This chapter is known as the third 

great discourse in the gospel of Matthew. 

Discussion Questions 

1. How many different kinds of soils are there in the parable 

of the sower? See 13:1-23. What do these soils represent? 

2. What is the point of the parable of the weeds? Matt. 13:24-

30; 36-43. 

3. The parable of the hidden treasure and the parable of the 

pearl of great price are very brief – what is the one thing 

they have in common?  

~Thursday, January 16, 2020 ~ 

Reading: Genesis 14, Matthew 14 

GENESIS 14 

The most significant section of this chapter is that of Abram’s 

meeting with the king of Salem. This has significant overtones for 

the high priesthood of Christ that is discussed in Heb. 5.  

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the main point of 14:1-16?  

2. Who is the king of Salem? What does Abram do when he 

meets him? What does this king do for Abram?  

MATTHEW 14 

Matthew 14 opens with a narrative regarding the death of John the 

Baptist. The events are interesting to read, especially given the 
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attitude of the King. This chapter also details the feeding of the 

five thousand and the walking on the water.  

Discussion Questions 

1. What did Herod think when he heard about the fame of 

Jesus?  

2. List the issues that are presented that led to the death of 

John the Baptist.  

3. How did Jesus feed the five-thousand?  

4. What other items, other than Jesus walking on water, is 

highlighted in 14:22-33. Why did Peter sink? What was the 

response of the other eleven disciples when they witnessed 

these events?  

~Friday, January 17, 2020 ~ 

Reading: Genesis 15, Matthew 15 

GENESIS 15 

This chapter contains the second recording of the covenant that 

was made with Abram. This covenant is ratified through a 

vision of the smoking fire pot and the flaming torch. These 

symbols where prophetic as they were used as a symbol of 

God’s presence with the people as they fled Egypt. Contained 

within this covenant is a promise of an heir as well as they 

utterance that the people of God would languish in Egypt for 

four hundred years. This covenant was a promise that the seed 

of Abram would be as the stars in the sky. This is fulfilled in 

the bringing in of the nations to worship and adoration of the 

one true God. The key verse in this chapter is 15:6, “and he 

believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.” 

Simple faith results in God justifying Abram and crediting to 

his account something he did not inherently possess – true 
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righteousness. This verse is the basis of the doctrine of 

justification and will be developed over the canon of Scripture.  

Discussion Questions 

1. What was the problem that confronted Abram as the 

chapter opens? Compare 15:1-6 and 12:7.  

2. How does God respond to this apparent problem? 

3. What did Abram believe? Was his righteousness based 

on faith or works? 

4. What event is being foretold in 15:13-16? 

MATTHEW 15 

There are two critical scenes in Matthew 15. The first (15:1-20) 

is a response to the testing of the Pharisees and scribes. The 

issue in these verses is stated in 15:1-2. The issue centers on 

the subject of defilement, and Jesus makes it clear that the heart 

of man is the issue. The second section of importance is found 

in 15:32-39 when Jesus, once again, feeds a great multitude of 

people demonstrating his compassion for the needs of people 

and showing that he alone can satisfy (15:37). 

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the issue in 15:1-20, and how does Jesus 

respond to this issue?  

2. Why does Jesus quote from Isaiah 6 when responding 

to his opponents? What does that teach you regarding 

discussions and the use of the Bible? 

3. What is the source of all evil actions and intentions? 
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~Saturday, January 18, 2020 ~ 

Reading: Genesis 16, Matthew 16 

GENESIS 16 

Genesis 16 is the account of Sarai and Hagar. After Abram had 

received the promise of an heir, he attempts to solve the issue by 

using other means that God did not desire. Thus, Abram has 

relations with Hagar, the servant of Sarai. As a result, Ishmael is 

born, and he becomes a snare for the people of God.  

Discussion Questions 

1. Why does Sarai implore Abram to take Hagar and have 

relations with her? 

2. Why did Sarai deal harshly with Hagar?  

3. What is the message of the angel of the LORD to Hagar, 

and what does this communicate about Ishamael’s actions 

towards the people of God for years to come? 

MATTHEW 16 

Matthew 16 is a pivotal chapter in the life and ministry of Christ. 

In this chapter, we have the great confession of Peter and the 

words of Christ in response (16:13-20). Peter responds for the 

twelve when he answers the question of Jesus, “who do people say 

that I am?” As a result of Peter’s answer, the disciples are handed 

the keys of the kingdom.  

Discussion Questions 

1. What is the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees? See 

16:5-12. 

2. What does it mean when Christ told the disciples that he 

would give them the “keys of the kingdom”?  
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